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Municipalities across Long Island have altered policies, plans and procedures since COVID-19 began spreading
in the area in March. Due to the timing of the spread, and the evidence of second waves of outbreaks being
reported in other areas of the country, plans for park facilities and summer programs have been under intense
scrutiny by multiple levels of government.
Originally, pools and spray parks were ordered closed by Governor Andrew Cuomo. While last month NYS
officially changed their position on reopening pools and left it up to local governments, the emphasis remained
on local safety conditions and virus spread. Long Island was one of the worst hotspots for the virus at its peak,
and Babylon remains one of the worst hit communities in Suffolk.
The change in NYS guidance led to many discussions about what course of action Babylon should take with its
facilities. After considering all relevant issues related to these facilities, one unavoidable issue remains – the
ability to provide sufficient staffing to enforce additional COVID-19-related guidelines and keep the facilities
sanitized to prevent the spread of the virus.
The items included in this packet outline the considerations the Town Board, our Parks and Recreation
Department and Office of Emergency Management took into account before deciding to keep our facilities
closed this summer. These items include:
•
•
•
•
•

Summer 2020 Pool Facility Challenges: an overview of the difficulties with opening pools
Staffing Issues for Pools and Spray Parks: explanation of the employees needed to properly
run our pool and spray park facilities
Pool Staff Shortage Chart: breakdown of the various pool positions and how many employees
are still needed
Individual Pool Facility Overviews (maps and employee charts): a thorough look at each of
our pool facilities via an overhead view of how they would run to comply with capacity and
social distancing guidelines, and a breakdown of staffing issues at each facility
Individual Spray Park Facility Overviews (employee chart): individual charts for the
employees needed at our spray parks

When reviewing these materials, we ask that you keep in mind that over 7,000 of our residents have tested
positive for COVID-19. We are now seeing across the country the effects of reopening too quickly - positive
cases are currently increasing in 40 states around the country. The dedication and sacrifices by all of our
residents over the last few months have thankfully resulted in lower community transmission - it would be a
shame, and disrespectful to the work of all our first responders, to throw that progress away through careless
decisions.
Antonio A. Martinez
Councilman
Deputy Supervisor

DuWayne Gregory
Councilman

Terence F. McSweeney
Councilman

Anthony N. Manetta
Councilman

An Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer

Jennifer C. Montiglio
Receiver of Taxes

Geraldine Compitello
Town Clerk

Town of Babylon
200 E. Sunrise Highway
Lindenhurst, New York, 11757
(631) 957-3000

RICH SCHAFFER
SUPERVISOR

Though certain institutions in our community have begun to reopen, we are still dealing with an unprecedented
public health crisis. The wellbeing of you, your children, and the rest of our residents are our primary concern.
Thank you in advance for your understanding and partnership in working to stop the spread of COVID-19 and
doing your part to avoid a second wave of infection in our community.
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Summer 2020
Pool Facility Challenges
1. Procedures
Capacity would need to be capped at 20% to operate safely
Parking would not be guaranteed for paying residents
Serious enforcement issues regarding social distancing in any body of water

2. Staffing
Currently over 100 employees would still need to be hired to properly run
facilities, including certified lifeguards and pool operators
Pool operator and lifeguard certification classes not currently available
Many employees ages 16-21, parent concerns regarding children interacting
with public on a regular basis

3. Health Risks
Face coverings not allowed in the water, COVID-19 transmission more likely
without face coverings
Social distancing in/around pool hard to maintain
Visitors touching same surfaces, using same restrooms
Restrooms, lounge chair, etc. require hourly cleaning and sanitizing

4. COVID-19 in Babylon
Over 7,000 cases in the Town of Babylon
Hotspots in Copiague, North Amityville, West Babylon and Wyandanch
Second-highest cases per 1,000 people in Suffolk County
Currently, 32 states across the country experiencing a rise in cases
over past two weeks, heightened concern about out-of-state travelers
increasing transmission

Staffing Issues for Pools and Spray Parks
Certified Pool Operators (CPOs)
Required: 16
Available: 4
Needed: 12
CPOs are an integral part of town pool operations each year. Certified by the Suffolk County
Department of Health, these individuals are responsible for the treatment of pool water and
ensuring chemicals are at proper levels.
***CPO training classes have not been held since the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, thus
the town has not received any applicants for the open positions.
Lifeguards
Required: 125
Available: 92
Needed: 33
The safety of our visitors is our paramount concern for pool and spray park facilities. This starts
with having the necessary number of trained lifeguards on duty. With first-time lifeguard
certification classes and tests on pause due to COVID-19, we have seen a shortage of applicants
for the open positions.
Pool Attendants/Other Staff
Required: 129
Available: 40
Needed: 89
Pool attendant positions are commonly filled by high school and college-age individuals. With
the New York State social distancing and face covering guidelines, our resident-only policy and
other changes to normal protocols for 2020, these employees would be responsible for
interacting with the public each day and enforcing key procedures to avoid COVID-19 spreading
in our facilities, on top of their normal daily tasks.
Parents of many of our normal employees have contacted our Parks and Recreation
Department to explain they are not comfortable having their children working in this climate. In
fact, some have even withdrawn their applications in recent weeks.
Total
Required: 270
Available: 136
Needed: 134

With less than half of the number of normal staff available to us this summer – one that will
require painstaking attention to detail and thorough enforcement - the Babylon Town Board
has decided to keep our pools and spray parks closed this summer.
We owe it to our residents and employees to provide a safe environment, and at this time we
cannot guarantee that. We thank you for your understanding during this unprecedented
situation.
To learn more about our beach facilities, which are open to residents, or find more information
about the Town of Babylon’s response to COVID-19, please visit www.townofbabylon.com.

Pool Staff
SHORTAGE
In order to safely run pool and spray park
facilities during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Town of Babylon must hire:

Certified Pool Operators (CPOs)
Needed: 16
Available: 4
MUST HIRE 12

Job Description:
Ensure that pool water is treated properly for sterilization
Keep strict log of water quality to ensure health and safety of
swimmers
Notice any irregularities in water quality

Requirements:
Certification from Department of Health (not currently available)

Trained Lifeguards
Needed: 125
Available: 92
MUST HIRE 33

Job Description:
Save lives by keeping vigilant eye on waters
Carry swimmers to safety when struggling in water (no social
distancing or mask)
Be aware of all surroundings, including weather patterns
(lightning and thunder storms)

Requirements:
Certification (not currently available for first-time applicants)

Pool Attendants
Needed: 129
Available: 40
MUST HIRE 89

Job Description:
Enforce all regular rules and regulations
Clean facilities
Enforce social distancing
Admit visitors at reduced capacity limits

Requirements:
Willingness and ability to address all visitor concerns professionally

Pool Staff
SHORTAGE
In order to safely run the Sawyer Pool
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Town of Babylon must hire:

Certified Pool Operators (CPOs)
Needed: 2
Available: 0
MUST HIRE 2

Job Description:
Ensure that pool water is treated properly for sterilization
Keep strict log of water quality to ensure health and safety of
swimmers
Notice any irregularities in water quality

Requirements:
Certification from Department of Health (not currently available)

Trained Lifeguards
Needed: 18
Available: 14
MUST HIRE 4

Job Description:
Save lives by keeping vigilant eye on waters
Carry swimmers to safety when struggling in water (no social
distancing or mask)
Be aware of all surroundings, including weather patterns
(lightning and thunder storms)

Requirements:
Certification (not currently available for first-time applicants)

Pool Attendants
Needed: 15
Available: 0
MUST HIRE 15

Job Description:
Enforce all regular rules and regulations
Clean facilities
Enforce social distancing
Admit visitors at reduced capacity limits

Requirements:
Willingness and ability to address all visitor concerns professionally

Pool Staff
SHORTAGE
In order to safely run the Deer Park Pool
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Town of Babylon must hire:

Certified Pool Operators (CPOs)
Needed: 2
Available: 0
MUST HIRE 2

Job Description:
Ensure that pool water is treated properly for sterilization
Keep strict log of water quality to ensure health and safety of
swimmers
Notice any irregularities in water quality

Requirements:
Certification from Department of Health (not currently available)

Trained Lifeguards
Needed: 18
Available: 7
MUST HIRE 11

Job Description:
Save lives by keeping vigilant eye on waters
Carry swimmers to safety when struggling in water (no social
distancing or mask)
Be aware of all surroundings, including weather patterns
(lightning and thunder storms)

Requirements:
Certification (not currently available for first-time applicants)

Pool Attendants
Needed: 15
Available: 0
MUST HIRE 15

Job Description:
Enforce all regular rules and regulations
Clean facilities
Enforce social distancing
Admit visitors at reduced capacity limits

Requirements:
Willingness and ability to address all visitor concerns professionally

Pool Staff
SHORTAGE
In order to safely run the North Amityville Pool
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Town of Babylon must hire:

Certified Pool Operators (CPOs)
Needed: 2
Available: 0
MUST HIRE 2

Job Description:
Ensure that pool water is treated properly for sterilization
Keep strict log of water quality to ensure health and safety of
swimmers
Notice any irregularities in water quality

Requirements:
Certification from Department of Health (not currently available)

Trained Lifeguards
Needed: 17
Available: 13
MUST HIRE 4

Job Description:
Save lives by keeping vigilant eye on waters
Carry swimmers to safety when struggling in water (no social
distancing or mask)
Be aware of all surroundings, including weather patterns
(lightning and thunder storms)

Requirements:
Certification (not currently available for first-time applicants)

Pool Attendants
Needed: 15
Available: 0
MUST HIRE 15

Job Description:
Enforce all regular rules and regulations
Clean facilities
Enforce social distancing
Admit visitors at reduced capacity limits

Requirements:
Willingness and ability to address all visitor concerns professionally

Pool Staff
SHORTAGE
In order to safely run the North Lindenhurst Pool
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Town of Babylon must hire:

Certified Pool Operators (CPOs)
Needed: 2
Available: 1
MUST HIRE 2

Job Description:
Ensure that pool water is treated properly for sterilization
Keep strict log of water quality to ensure health and safety of
swimmers
Notice any irregularities in water quality

Requirements:
Certification from Department of Health (not currently available)

Trained Lifeguards
Needed: 18
Available: 14
MUST HIRE 4

Job Description:
Save lives by keeping vigilant eye on waters
Carry swimmers to safety when struggling in water (no social
distancing or mask)
Be aware of all surroundings, including weather patterns
(lightning and thunder storms)

Requirements:
Certification (not currently available for first-time applicants)

Pool Attendants
Needed: 15
Available: 7
MUST HIRE 8

Job Description:
Enforce all regular rules and regulations
Clean facilities
Enforce social distancing
Admit visitors at reduced capacity limits

Requirements:
Willingness and ability to address all visitor concerns professionally

Pool Staff
SHORTAGE
In order to safely run the Phelps Lane Pool
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Town of Babylon must hire:

Certified Pool Operators (CPOs)
Needed: 2
Available: 0
MUST HIRE 2

Job Description:
Ensure that pool water is treated properly for sterilization
Keep strict log of water quality to ensure health and safety of
swimmers
Notice any irregularities in water quality

Requirements:
Certification from Department of Health (not currently available)

Trained Lifeguards
Needed: 45
Available: 37
MUST HIRE 8

Job Description:
Save lives by keeping vigilant eye on waters
Carry swimmers to safety when struggling in water (no social
distancing or mask)
Be aware of all surroundings, including weather patterns
(lightning and thunder storms)

Requirements:
Certification (not currently available for first-time applicants)

Pool Attendants
Needed: 15
Available: 0
MUST HIRE 15

Job Description:
Enforce all regular rules and regulations
Clean facilities
Enforce social distancing
Admit visitors at reduced capacity limits

Requirements:
Willingness and ability to address all visitor concerns professionally

Pool Staff
SHORTAGE
In order to safely run the Geiger Spray Park
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Town of Babylon must hire:

Certified Pool Operators (CPOs)
Needed: 2
Available: 1
MUST HIRE 1

Job Description:
Ensure that pool water is treated properly for sterilization
Keep strict log of water quality to ensure health and safety of
swimmers
Notice any irregularities in water quality

Requirements:
Certification from Department of Health (not currently available)

Trained Lifeguards
Needed: NA
Available: NA

Job Description:
Save lives by keeping vigilant eye on waters
Carry swimmers to safety when struggling in water (no social
distancing or mask)
Be aware of all surroundings, including weather patterns
(lightning and thunder storms)

Requirements:
Certification (not currently available for first-time applicants)

Pool Attendants
Needed: 18
Available: 12
MUST HIRE 6

Job Description:
Enforce all regular rules and regulations
Clean facilities
Enforce social distancing
Admit visitors at reduced capacity limits

Requirements:
Willingness and ability to address all visitor concerns professionally

Pool Staff
SHORTAGE
In order to safely run the Venetian Spray Park
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Town of Babylon must hire:

Certified Pool Operators (CPOs)
Needed: 2
Available: 1
MUST HIRE 1

Job Description:
Ensure that pool water is treated properly for sterilization
Keep strict log of water quality to ensure health and safety of
swimmers
Notice any irregularities in water quality

Requirements:
Certification from Department of Health (not currently available)

Trained Lifeguards
Needed: 5
Available: 5

Job Description:
Save lives by keeping vigilant eye on waters
Carry swimmers to safety when struggling in water (no social
distancing or mask)
Be aware of all surroundings, including weather patterns
(lightning and thunder storms)

Requirements:
Certification (not currently available for first-time applicants)

Pool Attendants
Needed: 18
Available: 11
MUST HIRE 9

Job Description:
Enforce all regular rules and regulations
Clean facilities
Enforce social distancing
Admit visitors at reduced capacity limits

Requirements:
Willingness and ability to address all visitor concerns professionally

Pool Staff
SHORTAGE
In order to safely run the Tanner Spray Park
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the Town of Babylon must hire:

Certified Pool Operators (CPOs)
Needed: 2
Available: 1
MUST HIRE 1

Job Description:
Ensure that pool water is treated properly for sterilization
Keep strict log of water quality to ensure health and safety of
swimmers
Notice any irregularities in water quality

Requirements:
Certification from Department of Health (not currently available)

Trained Lifeguards
Needed: 4
Available: 4

Job Description:
Save lives by keeping vigilant eye on waters
Carry swimmers to safety when struggling in water (no social
distancing or mask)
Be aware of all surroundings, including weather patterns
(lightning and thunder storms)

Requirements:
Certification (not currently available for first-time applicants)

Pool Attendants
Needed: 18
Available: 10
MUST HIRE 8

Job Description:
Enforce all regular rules and regulations
Clean facilities
Enforce social distancing
Admit visitors at reduced capacity limits

Requirements:
Willingness and ability to address all visitor concerns professionally

