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VETERAN’S ADVISORY COUNCIL NEWSLETTER
An Informational Newsletter for Babylon’s Veterans - Oct. 2021

Warriors,

I hope you had a chance to relax this summer and take in one of our beautiful Babylon beaches or parks! As you
read this installment of the newsletter, take note of all the Veteran activities that the Town of Babylon has to offer. This past July was the Town’s fourteenth annual hosting of the Wounded Warrior Project’s Soldier Ride. We
as a community helped to again raise awareness for our wounded warriors. In September, the Town hosted Sgt.
John Sardiello American Legion Post 1634 and Suffolk County Council, Sagtikos District of the Boy Scouts of
America’s POW/MIA Vigil. At the end of October, the Town will host Veterans Awareness Week Kickoff with
Assemblywoman Jean-Pierre. The fourteenth annual Long Island Run For The Warriors run/walk will be virtual
this year and as information becomes available, will be posted on our webpage at townofbabylon.com and our
Facebook page.
As we approach the holiday season, please remember to keep our servicemen and women who are in harm’s way
and their families here at home in your thoughts and prayers.
Regards,

BUBBLEHEADS
UNITE !
The United States Submarine Veterans, Long
Island Base is part of a
national organization of
over 12,000 members.
Each member served as
an officer or enlisted personnel and volunteer to serve on
a submarine in the US Navy at one time and is listed as
“Qualified in Submarines”. The Submarine Veterans organization’s purpose is; to perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives while serving their country. We
have monthly meetings in which we build on the friendship
we experienced during our naval service. In New Suffolk
NY off a road named Submarine Way on the water we have
a plaque recognizing the location of the first submarine base
in the U.S. We also have a memorial at this location as we
do outside Babylon Town Hall, Bayshore Marina, and in
Eisenhower Park. We participate in charitable events, street
fairs, and parades with our 22’ scale model WWII submarine USS Spadefish. We also visit sick children at local hospitals and provide them with submarine items in our Kaps 4
Kids program. A special New York state submarine license
plate is exclusively available to our members. All current
and former “bubbleheads” are welcome to our meetings.
Those seeking additional information can contact Bob at
(516) 532-0904 (rjbach1951@me.com) or Ed at (516) 3134726 (lapin22@aol.com).
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Veterans Update
Housing Programs:
Suffolk County United Veterans (SCUV) manages 10 independent residential houses throughout the County as well as a
23-bed emergency shelter. The mission of our Veteran Housing Program is to help regain entry into society and attain residential stability, self-sufficiency, and economic independence. It is achieved by providing emergency shelter and permanent
housing for Veterans, as well as by establishing linkages with local service providers to obtain information, resources, and
services which will empower homeless veterans and facilitate their successful reintegration into society.
At the Veterans Place homeless shelter in Yaphank, we provide a supportive environment to engage and assess clients
referred by Suffolk County Department of Social Services. Linkages are then made to physical health, mental health,
substance abuse treatment providers with follow up and monitoring. Connections are made as needed to employment assistance for resume writing, interview preparation, job search with monitoring and follow-up. Other referral-based services
include applications for SSI/SSD/Service-Connected Disability as well as appropriate housing based upon assessment of
social work team. We have 24/7 monitoring and respond to substance abuse situations, mental health crisis, physical health
emergencies. Brief counseling is also available to support the needs of the shelter residents.
To learn more or to make a referral to our housing contact Wilkens Young, SCUV Director at (631) 471-7242, ext. 1602
or Cell: (631) 484-9725.
Joseph P. Dwyer Veterans Peer Support Project:
Dwyer Project serves veterans, service members, and their families with post-service transitional issues to include posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and traumatic brain injury (TBI), however you do not need to have a diagnosis to enter
our program. Post-service issues include unemployment or underemployment, affordable housing, loss of social supports
and sense of purpose, medical issues, mental health stress, substance use, and family stressors; all compounded during the
pandemic. We strive to ensure that every person engaged in our project has an opportunity to unite through the peer process
whether in group or individual peer mentorship resulting in the development and implementation of a wellness strategy
while transitioning into the civilian community. Impact in the community has resulted in reduction of hospitalizations, sustained families, secured gainful employment, prevented homelessness, promoted daily wellness, and educated the civilian
community as to the needs of our veterans. As COVID-19 has impacted so many direct services, Dwyer Project adapted by
offering on-line peer groups through Zoom. We are also engaging veterans and their families for one-on-one peer support
with trained veteran mentors while executing safe distancing.
To learn more about the Dwyer Project and connect with a wide range of community resources contact us at (631) 835-8345
during regular business hours. You can also reach us through Facebook Messenger: Dwyer Project Facebook Page.

Lost a medal or ribbon from your service to our country? Maybe your
high school education was interrupted because of your duty during
World War II, Korean or Vietnam wars and didn’t earn a diploma.
Assemblywoman Kimberly Jean-Pierre and her office can assist you
in obtaining a replacement for your New York State medal or ribbon.
Contact The Honorable Kimberly Jean-Pierre, Assemblywoman
640 West Montauk Hwy., Lindenhurst, NY 11757
631-957-2087
Fax: 631-957-2998

